














The meaning of the images

French philosopher Alain Badiou, said that real love is one that triumphs
lastingly, sometimes painfully, over the hurdles erected by time, space and
the world.
The love of John Lennon and Yoko Ono triumphs over time, it is a story about
a unique couple eternalised in the structure of cultural communication.
Fascinating, sentimental, tragic, even somewhat melancholic, this story fits
perfectly into the concept of - as we call it today - visualisation
of the world through images.
Mostly by means of photography, which is, following Susan Sontag, the one art
that has managed to carry out the grandiose, century-old threats of a Surrealist
take-over of the modern sensibility, while most of the pedigreed candidates have
dropped out of the race.
Namely, photographs may be more memorable than moving images because they are
a neat slice of time in which the way of seeing turns into experience.
Exhibition DREAMING PEACE is one of such experiences, in which visual media fill
the lacunas in our mental images of present and past.
They tell us a story of the past which is still present, the story about the
two great artists who had invested their love for each other and their artistic
work into a passionate appeal for giving world a chance to become a better and
a more peaceful place.
However, the camera's rendering of reality must always hide more than it discloses.
In contrast to the amorous relation, which is based on how something looks,
understanding is based on how it functions.
And functioning takes place in time, must be explained in time.
Only that which narrates can make us understand.
Roland Barthes, another French philosopher, also wanted to understand what
Photography was “in itself” and, despite its tremendous contemporary expansion,
he was not sure that Photography existed, that it had a “genius” of its own.
For Barthes, the photograph itself, as an object, is in no way animated, “lifelike”,
but something that animates the observer: and this is what creates every adventure.
Works shown in the exhibition DREAMING PEACE take us on a powerful adventure
of a love and art still triumphant all over the world.
Ultimately, such are the ways the art works.
Following Barthes, the choice if ours: shall we subject its spectacle to the
civilized code of perfect illusions, or confront in it the wakening of reality
waiting to be understood.
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